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GREAT BOUGHTON PARISH CYCLING PLAN 

Introduction 

The purpose of the plan is to reduce the dependence on car travel within the area of the parish in order 
to increase Active Travel.  The plan considers short trips to places of education, shops, workplaces, 
recreation, worship etc.  It also considers longer routes from the community to the city centre, railway 
station etc. 

There is a strong dependence on the suitability of cycling infrastructure in adjacent parishes to achieve a 
coordinated network. Hence it was decided that the parishes of Waverton, Christleton, Littleton, 
Huntington, and Great Boughton would each have a Cycling Plan developed simultaneously.  This report 
for Great Boughton should therefore be read in conjunction with the other parish reports.  At the end of 
the combined report there is a conclusion with recommendations for the whole area with a map showing 
the locations of suggested improvements to the whole area.  See link below. 

Cycle routes should be safe enough for a 12 year old to use alone, and suitable for people riding cycles 
of all types (adapted cycles for people who have disabilities, trikes, cargo cycles, tandems, cycles pulling 
trailers or tag-alongs with children).  Regarding suitable widths for cycle paths, Wheels for Wellbeing “A 
Guide to Inclusive Cycling 2019 (3rd edition)” recommends width requirements for Access Control points 
and Cycle Lanes:  recommended width 2m, minimum width 1.5m.  It is worth noting that cycling to 
schools was not addressed by the LCWIP.  We must think of providing routes to schools, which tend to 
be dispersed through the community, as well as routes to work, which tend to be clustered in city 
centres. 

Existing Cycle Routes, their Condition & Improvements Required 

Existing Cycle Route, Condition Improvements 
Required 

1.  The towpath of the Shropshire Union Canal, which runs east-west through the parish, is used by 
several cycle routes: the Scarlet Route, the Brown route (City Centre to Waverton), part of the Black 
Route (City Centre to Huntington), Regional Cycle Network Route 70 (The Cheshire Cycleway), 
Regional Cycle Network Route 71 (Neston to Macclesfield), and National Cycle Network Route 45 
(Chester to Salisbury). 

− The surface is rough in places, particularly the stretch from east of the A51, 
which is very worn and uneven, resulting in an extremely uncomfortable 
ride.  See Appendix 1, video A “Towpath in very poor condition”. 

− Where the canal towpath passes under Bridge 123A near Hoole Lane 
Lock, the surface changes from tarmac to raised brick paving both under 
the bridge and on the fairly steep, curved slope on the eastern side.  (The 
alternative route for a non-standard cycle is the ramp to the Scarlet Route, 
cross at the dangerous Hoole Lane junction and rejoin the Brown Route 
along Spital Walk.) 

− Surfacing repairs are 
required. 

− Fill in the surface 
between raised bricks 
on half the path to 
create a smooth 
surface, as has been 
done under Bridge 
122B (near Greenfield 
Lock) 

2.  The Scarlet Route from the City Centre runs along the towpath and divides at the junction of Hoole 
Lane & Westminster Road.  One branch runs north and north-east towards Hoole, the other runs north-
east through the north of Great Boughton and ends inside the parish, at Green Lane. 

− One-way, on-road cycle path running south from Westminster Road bridge.  
The red tarmac surface on the cycle lane is breaking up, resulting in an 
uncomfortable ride. 

− Surfacing repairs are 
required. 

− Westminster Road Bridge is one way for vehicles, two way for cyclists.  
Traffic light phasing means that cycles travel only in one direction at a time.  

− Traffic lights could be 
re-phased to allow 
cyclists to cross from 
South to North when 
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Existing Cycle Route, Condition Improvements 
Required 

traffic light is on red for 
vehicles, producing 2-
way cycling at all 
times. 

− Route to railway station via Charterhall Drive. − Needs to be improved 
to make good cycle 
access, segregated 
from pedestrians. 

− Needs to be signed 
from the junction with 
Westminster Road. 

− Needs to be signed 
from the station. 

− At the junction of Westminster Road & Hoole Lane, the Scarlet Route sign 
pointing into Hoole Lane is on the wrong side of the post (the arrow is 
immediately next to the post). 

− Re-position sign. 

− At the junction of Hoole Lane & Spital Walk (top of ramp leading to/from 
canal towpath): 
− This junction is dangerous because cyclists have a restricted view of 

traffic coming round the bend from the right. 
− The sign indicating the Scarlet Route to Vicars Cross should be 

pointing left across the bridge but is pointing straight on. 
 

− A safe cycle crossing 
needs to be installed. 

− A mirror is needed to 
give a view of 
approaching traffic.  
Could be sited on the 
lamppost at the 
entrance to Spital 
Walk, which already 
carries a "Route to be 
used by pedal cycles 
only" sign. 

− Signage & carriageway 
markings are needed 
to warn drivers of 
cyclists crossing. 

− Re-position sign. 

− On the railway bridge along Hoole Lane, the Scarlet Route is a one-way 
(towards Hoole) on-road cycle lane, 1.2m wide, separated from oncoming 
traffic by 'Orcas': 
− Overgrown vegetation narrows the path. 

 

− Cycle path should be 
widened. 

− Painted arrows should 
be added to the path, 
so that cyclists and 
drivers do not assume 
it is two-way (as some 
do now). 

− Vegetation needs 
clearing. 

− Where the Scarlet Route leaves Hoole Lane to enter Pentland Close, 
cyclists turning left off Hoole Lane have to turn back on themselves to 
make the turn.  Cyclists turning right from Pentland Close have a sharp 
right turn onto an uphill slope, and have to cross the carriageway to reach 
the cycle path. 

− Extend the lowered 
curb northwards, to 
provide a wider sweep 
off Hoole Lane. 

− Signage & carriageway 
markings are needed 



Page 3 of 13 

Existing Cycle Route, Condition Improvements 
Required 

to warn drivers of 
cyclists crossing. 

− On the cycle path between Hoole Lane and Pentland Close: 
− The white barriers completely block the adjacent pedestrian path, 

forcing anyone using the pedestrian path (which may be a mobility 
scooter user) onto the cycle path. 

− A dog poo bin is sited on the cycle path side, forcing dog walkers onto 
the cycle path. 

− Because of the siting of the pedestrian barrier placing on one side & 
overgrown vegetation the entry to the cycle path is effectively 1.25m 
wide.  Just behind the barriers, it is 1.46m wide. 

− Provide appropriate 
access for pedestrians. 

− Widen cycle path. 
− Re-site bin. 
− Re-site barriers. 
− Clear vegetation. 

− At the junction with Pentland Close is a wooden barrier with posts placed 
near the centre of the cycle path, creating a tight chicane & reducing the 
effective width of the cycle path (post to edge of cycle path) to 66cm & 
70cm for the first & second post respectively.   

− Re-engineer barrier.  

3.  The Black Route from the City Centre leaves the towpath at Churton Road to run south through the 
parish to Huntington. 

− There is a hazardous junction where the Black Route travels along the A51 
for about 25m between Churton Road and Cherry Grove Road.  The speed 
limit here is 30mph & there is no provision for crossing. 

Provide safe cycle 
crossing: recommended 
for priority work. 

− On Cherry Grove Road, the sign indicating the Black Route (left along the 
A51 for 25m then right into Churton Road) is small, on the right side of the 
route & obscured by vegetation.  Can it be moved onto the post on the left 
side with the Give way & 30mph signs?  Otherwise, vegetation needs 
clearing. 

− Re-site sign. 
− Clear vegetation. 

− Where the Black Route crosses Christleton Road at the traffic lights at the 
junction with Chapel Lane & Stocks Lane: 
− The Black Route goes off-road onto a segregated Shared User Path 

(SUP) to take cyclists over the Toucan crossing.  Both the surface and 
painted markings are worn. 

− On the south side of Christleton Road, the Black Route sign should 
point up Chapel Lane, but is pointing along Christleton Road. 

− Surfacing repairs and 
re-painting are 
required. 

− Re-position sign. 

− On Stocks Lane, at the junction with Bachelor's Lane, overgrown 
vegetation obscures the cycle route sign. 

− Clear vegetation. 

− On Bachelor's Lane outside the pedestrian entrance to Bishops’ High 
School, 2 rows of bollards prevent vehicular access.  But the spacing 
between them is only 55cm.  A traditional bicycle with a pannier on each 
side has difficulty squeezing through.  A trike would not be able to get 
through. 

− Re-site bollards. 

− On Vaughan’s Lane, just south of Bishops’ High School, a cycle lane is 
provided to by-pass the locked barrier on the road: 
− There is a bollard in the centre of the cycle lane, with only a 65cm gap 

between it and the edge of the path on both sides. 
− The cycle path is built on a small rise (whereas the adjacent road has 

been made flat).  The kerb to access this rise is too high for 
comfortable riding. 

− Remove or re-site 
bollard. 

− Flatten cycle path. 
− Lower kerb. 
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Existing Cycle Route, Condition Improvements 
Required 

− From Bishops’ School to Daniell Way: 
− The tarmac is worn & uneven in places. 
− There is no signage to indicate that this is a SUP. 

− Surfacing repairs are 
required. 

− Provide signage. 

− At the end of the path approaching Daniell way from the north, there is an 
offset post.  Between the post & edge of the path is only 1.3m. 

− Re-site or remove 
post. 

− Where the Black Route crosses Daniell Way, there is no signage.  It would 
be useful to have signs indicating both ways. 

− Provide signage. 

− At the entrance to Caldy Nature Park from Daniell Way, there are 2 offset 
barriers.  The gap between each of these barriers & the edge of cycle path 
is only 1m. 

− Re-engineer barriers. 

− Through Caldy Nature Park: 
− The red tarmac is broken up and uneven, making an unpleasant ride. 
− Lots of plant debris on the path.  In winter, wet leaves make the steep 

parts slippery. 
− Overgrown vegetation narrows the path by probably 30cm.  If 

maintained, the cycle path would be about 2.5m wide, a reasonable 
width for a 2-way path like this. 

− Some of the street lights allowing the path to be used at night are 
obscured by overgrown vegetation.  Vegetation needs clearing.  

− A 12cm high kerb separates the cycle path from the pedestrian path.  
This means that anyone accessing the cycle path from a road on the 
pedestrian side - Butterbur Close or Primrose Close – has to bump 
their cycle up the kerb to go home. 

− Access from several roads to the Black Route is not wide enough for 
non-standard cycles and the paths are in poor condition: 
− At Primrose Close, overgrown hedges & vegetation reduce effective 

width of path to 90cm.  The path is uneven. 
− At Campion Close, there is a bollard in the centre of the path. Gap 

between bollard & fence on one side is 80cm, the edge of the path 
on the other side is 70cm. 

− At Orchid Close, there is a bollard in the centre of the path.  Gap 
between the bollard & the edge of path each side is 75cm. 

− Surfacing repairs are 
required: 
recommended for 
priority work. 

− Sweeping required. 
− Clear vegetation. 
− Clear vegetation. 
− Provide lowered kerbs. 
− Clear vegetation, 

surfacing repairs are 
required. 

− Remove or re-site 
bollard. 

− Remove or re-site 
bollard. 

− Where the Black Route crosses Caldy Valley Road: 
− On one side there is only 1m between the barrier and the edge of 

the cycle path, on the other side of the road only 95cm. 
− The crossing is uncontrolled, on a 30mph road. 

− Re-engineer barrier. 
− Provide a safe cycle 

crossing. 

4.  On the A51 (Tarvin Road, later Vicars Cross Road), there is no cycling infrastructure west of the 
junction with Boundary Court.  East of this are advisory (dotted line) on-road cycle lanes in both 
directions to just short of the junction with the A41, where they become off-road SUPs and join up with 
those alongside the A41.  For about half of the distance of these cycle lanes, the speed limit is 30mph, 
changing to 40mph at Willoway Road.  Inexperienced cyclists find these cycle lanes frightening, so 
much so that many currently use the pavements. 

There is no cycling infrastructure to cross the A41 towards Littleton.  A cyclist wanting to cycle to 
Littleton or Christleton from here would have to start from the south side of the A51 and cross 5 
carriageways (or 7 carriageways if starting from the north side), using the two refuges and two islands 
(dropped kerbs only on one side, not both) to wait for gaps in traffic or for traffic to stop for lights.  This 
is hostile even to experienced cyclists.  On the eastern side of the junction, a SUP is provided (which 
bizarrely terminates half way between the A51/A41 junction and the A51/A55 roundabout).  Where the 
SUP crosses the A51/A55 roundabout, all crossings are uncontrolled and only half have traffic lights. 
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Existing Cycle Route, Condition Improvements 
Required 

− A51 is wide enough for much of its length to accommodate segregated 
cycle lanes. 
 

− Install segregated 
cycle lanes on both 
carriageways.  Where 
road narrows & cyclists 
have to use 
carriageway, reduce 
speed limit to 20mph: 
recommended for 
priority work.  
Until segregated cycle 
lanes can be provided, 
the improvements 
required are given 
below. 

− Cycle path is uneven in places.  When wet, puddles form across the path.  
Red tarmac and paint markings are worn.  Advanced Stop Lines (ASL) at 
the junction with Green Lane are almost completely worn away on both 
carriageways.  There are no cycle lane markings through the junction.  At 
Green Lane there is no ASL 

− Surfacing repairs are 
required. 

− Re-painting is 
required. 

− Continue cycle lane 
markings through the 
junction. 

− Install ASL at Green 
Lane. 

− Between Newton Garage and Bridge Terrace, the cycle lane is only 85cm 
wide. 

− Widen advisory cycle 
lane. 

− At the junction of A51 and Bridge Terrace, a pedestrian & cyclist (Toucan) 
crossing is provided to cross the A51.  But there is no infrastructure for a 
cyclist to join Bridge Terrace.  The traffic lights at the top of Bridge Terrace 
are uncontrolled.  There is no indication to a waiting cyclist how the phasing 
of the lights works & when it will be safe to cross. 

− Turning right lanes on the carriageway are provided when turning right into 
Bridge Terrace or turning right out of Bridge Terrace, but there is no cycle 
infrastructure. 

− Install Toucan crossing 
at Bridge Terrace. 

− ASL required on A51 
westbound 
carriageway. 

− ASL required at Bridge 
Terrace. 

− From the southern side, a sloping ramp joins the cycle routes along the 
canal towpath.  The surface tarmac is in poor condition.  At the towpath end 
are two offset barriers, with a gap of only 70cm between the barriers and 
the edge of the cycle path.  Cycles are required to negotiate a very sharp 
turn – a manoeuvre which may be impossible for a non-standard cycle. 

− Surfacing repairs are 
required. 

− Re-engineer barrier. 
− Re-engineer turn. 

− From Bridge Terrace to Green Lane, the cycle lane is 1.5m wide. − Install segregation 
between cycle lanes 
and vehicles. 

− On the south side access from Broadmead are 2 barriers, with a gap 
between barrier & edge of path of 115cm for each barrier.  At the 
Broadmead end, there is a bollard in the centre of the path, with a gap 
between it and the edge of the path of 90cm one side, 1m on other.  The 
path is bumpy & uneven. 

− Surfacing repairs are 
required.  

− Re-engineer barrier. 
− Remove or re-site 

bollard. 

5.  Alongside the A41 dual carriageway, a segregated SUP runs on the west side from the north of the 
parish to Boughton Heath Junction. 
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Existing Cycle Route, Condition Improvements 
Required 

− Crossing the A51 requires using 4 separate pedestrian crossings.  Note 
that these are not cyclist and pedestrian (Toucan) crossings. 

− Convert to pedestrian 
& cyclist (Toucan) 
crossings: 
recommended for 
priority work. 

− Overgrown vegetation on pedestrian side narrows path to 95cm & forces 
pedestrians towards & into the cycle path.  Grass overgrown into the cycle 
path, narrows it to 1.3m. 

− See above for no cycle infrastructure to travel east along the A51. 

− Clear vegetation & 
grass. 

− On the east side of A41, the path from the Toucan crossing near Pearl 
Lane to Ring Road is not signed as a SUP. 

− Surface of path is intact but bumpy. 

− Add signage. 
− Smooth surface. 

− The exit off the canal towpath to the east side of the A41 is not signed. − Add signage. 

6.  The A5115 (Christleton Road, which becomes Whitchurch Road) has a short (25m) stretch of cycle 
path running on the pavement near the cycle & pedestrian (Toucan) crossing on Christleton Road, at 
the junction with Chapel Lane & Stocks Lane.  This appears to be designed to take cyclists onto the 
Black Route, avoiding the traffic lights, to the north across Christleton Road using the cycle & 
pedestrian (Toucan) crossing rather than turning right from the road, and to the south via Stocks Lane. 
The A5115 has no other cycling infrastructure west of the junction with Heath Lane.  East of this, a 
segregated SUP runs on the north side to Boughton Heath Junction (known locally as “the hamburger 
roundabout”).  Note that the shops on Christleton Road are on a 30mph stretch with no cycle lanes - 
there is no safe cycle access to them. 

− A5115 is wide enough for much of its length to accommodate segregated 
cycle lanes. 
 

− Install segregated 
cycle lanes on both 
carriageways.  Where 
road narrows & cyclists 
have to use 
carriageway, reduce 
speed limit to 20mph: 
recommended for 
priority work. 
Until segregated cycle 
lanes can be provided, 
the improvements 
required are given 
below. 

− There is a 6cm kerb to mount on access from Christleton Road near the 
Toucan crossing.  

− Add signage to 
indicate SUP. 

− Lower kerb. 

− The crossing point for cyclists is uncontrolled, unlike that for pedestrians a 
short distance away.  See Appendix 1, Video B “How do I get across the 
road?” 

− Install controlled 
crossing. 

− Red tarmac and painted signage on Heath Lane, on the short SUP at the 
top of Heath Lane and on the island crossing the A511, is worn and 
illegible, so much so that it is not clear to either cyclists or drivers that it is a 
safer right turn for cyclists than using the road junction.  This area seems to 
have been omitted when the rest of the path was repainted recently. 

− Surfacing repairs are 
required. 

− Re-painting is 
required. 
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Existing Cycle Route, Condition Improvements 
Required 

− The cycle path along Whitchurch Road is only 1m wide, less than the 
recommended minimum of 1.5m and too narrow for 2 cycles to pass. 

− Widen cycle path. 

− Along Whitchurch Road: 
− The path has been repainted but has produced a confusing layout at the 

junction with Moorcroft Avenue. 
− Signage is confusing as to which lines are for cyclists and which for 

pedestrians. 
− Vehicles parked on the pavement often encroach onto the cycle path, or 

push pedestrians into it. 
− The surface is uneven, patched and worn in places, resulting in an 

uncomfortable ride.  The result is that many cyclists choose the road rather 
than this poor quality cycle path.  See Appendix 1, Video C. “1st class & 
2nd class citizens!” 

− Adjust painting. 
− Re-sign. 
− Stop vehicles parking. 
− Surfacing repairs are 

required. 

7.  The west side of Caldy Valley Road has a SUP from Boughton Heath Junction to the pedestrian 
crossing into Sainsbury’s. 

− Caldy Valley Road is wide enough for much of its length to accommodate 
segregated cycle lanes. 
 

− Install segregated 
cycle lanes on both 
sides of Caldy Valley 
Road.  Where road 
narrows & cyclists 
have to use 
carriageway, reduce 
speed limit to 20mph: 
recommended for 
priority work. 
Until segregated cycle 
lanes can be provided, 
the improvements 
required are given 
below. 

− Signage on the west side path where it starts/finishes at Boughton Heath 
Junction is confusing: there is an "End of Cycle Route" just round the 
corner at the Toucan crossing, probably intended to mean that the SUP 
from Caldy Valley Road continues across the A5115 onto the north side of 
Whitchurch Road.  But the sign could be interpreted as meaning that 
cyclists are intended to join the carriageway at this point, which would be 
very dangerous. 

− Install signage 
indicating that cycle 
route crosses A5115. 

− Markings on the unsegregated SUP are confusing – there is a white line 
44cm from the kerb.  Cyclists have been seen cycling between the line and 
the kerb, believing this to be a cycle path. 

− Clarify & re-paint. 

− The SUP signs along this section are faded and unreadable. − Replace signs. 

− Kerbs crossing the cycle path at the entrances to a private house and the 
Twirl of Hay are uncomfortable to cycle over. 

− Lower kerbs. 

− There is no cycling infrastructure where the road passes Sainsbury’s car 
park & no signage to indicate how cyclists should reach the SUP on the 
east side beyond the roundabout to Sainsbury’s. 

− SUP needed outside 
Sainsbury’s car park, 
to fill in missing link 
between existing SUPs 
to the north and south 
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Existing Cycle Route, Condition Improvements 
Required 

8.  On the east side of Caldy Valley Road, at the Boughton Heath 
Junction, there is a very short SUP linking from the 4 Toucan crossings on 
the south side of the Boughton Heath Junction. 
A second SUP on the east side of Caldy Valley Road begins just north of 
the roundabout to Sainsbury’s and continues through the parish to 
Huntington. 

 

− Caldy Valley Road is wide enough for much of its length to accommodate 
segregated cycle lanes. 
 

− Install segregated 
cycle lanes on both 
carriageways.  Where 
road narrows & cyclists 
have to use 
carriageway, reduce 
speed limit to 20mph 
recommended for 
priority work.  
Until segregated cycle 
lanes can be provided, 
the improvements 
required are given 
below. 

− At the Boughton Heath Junction, cyclists are marooned, as there is no 
cycle path on the east side of Caldy Valley Road at this point - there is an 
"end of cycle route" sign - although some cyclists use the pavement here, 
believing it to be a SUP).  To cross Caldy Valley Road to reach the cycle 
path on the west side requires using the very dangerous uncontrolled 
crossing (drivers leaving Boughton Heath Junction, especially when 
turning left from the A55, have difficulty seeing a cyclist waiting to cross.  
Cyclists must wait for a gap in traffic.  There is no indication to a waiting 
cyclist of how the phasing of the lights works & whether there will ever be 
a gap in the traffic) to get to a traffic island in the centre of Caldy Valley 
Road, then the uncontrolled traffic lights (ie waiting for traffic to stop at the 
lights, no option to request). 

− Install controlled 
(Toucan) crossings to 
cross Caldy Valley 
Road. 

− Install signage. 

− The only cycle access to Caldy Valley Neighbourhood Church and Centre 
is from Caldy Valley Road, which is 30mph. 

− Reduce Caldy Valley 
Road to 20mph. 

− There is no signage to indicate how cyclists should reach the SUP on the 
west side beyond Sainsbury’s. 

− Install signage. 

− It is difficult to access the cycle path from the roundabout to 
Sainsbury’s/Caldy Valley Retail Park without going onto the pedestrian 
side.  To the north it then finishes abruptly.  At this point the painted 
markings are confusing. 

− Install signage/more 
explanatory painted 
markings. 

− Between the roundabout to Sainsbury’s and Robinson’s Croft the SUP is 
segregated but only 1m wide.  The rest of the way south through the parish 
to Huntington is unsegregated. 

− Widen cycle path. 

− It would be very difficult for a cyclist, even on a standard, unladen cycle, to 
come out of any of the roads off the west side of Caldy Valley Road and 
access this cycle path, which is on the opposite side of a 30mph road with 
no lowered kerbs. 

− Lower speed limit to 
20mph. 

− Lower kerbs. 
− Provide signage. 

− There is no provision for cyclists to turn right to follow Caldy Valley Road, at 
the point where Caldy Valley Road changes to Gorse Way, because the 

− Install a safe junction 
for cyclists at the 
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Existing Cycle Route, Condition Improvements 
Required 

SUP is considerably higher than the road, separated from the road by a 
sloping grass verge. 

junction with Gorse 
Way. 

− Overgrown vegetation narrows the SUP in places. − Clear vegetation. 

9.  An unsegregated SUP runs between Caldy Valley Road and Beckett’s Lane. 

− The SUP signs at each end are faded and unreadable. 
−  At the Beckett’s Lane end, the gap between the barrier and the edge of the 

path is 1.25m. 

− Replace signs. 
− Re-site barrier. 

10.  An unsegregated SUP runs between Stocks Avenue and Heath Lane 

− At the Stocks Avenue end, there is a post carrying the SUP sign slightly off-
centre & another post carrying a hydrant sign.  The gap between the two 
posts is only 1.2m wide.  Metal edge of hydrant sign protrudes from post 
into cycle path & could cause injury. 

− At the Heath Lane end, the path is uneven, resulting in an uncomfortable 
ride. 

− Re-site one of the 
posts. 

− Make hydrant sign 
safe. 

− Surfacing repairs are 
required. 
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Notes about cycling infrastructure in Great Boughton 

It is currently possible to cycle safely (ie without too much danger) on side roads in residential areas, 
which have a 20mph speed limit.  The major routes and roads which have a speed limit of 30mph or 
more, and few crossings for cyclists, are currently difficult to travel along, or to cross, and therefore are 
obstacles to safe active travel.  These routes & roads form part of most journeys from someone’s home 
to where they want to go, so must be addressed for safe active travel to be achieved.  Novice or hesitant 
cyclists would not be confident enough to tackle the existing crossings. 

Current cycle routes in Great Boughton are viewed by many people as poor quality, unsafe and not 
joined up. 

We must consider how all residents who live in houses on a 30mph road can access a safe cycle route 
from their home. 

Great Boughton is divided by: 
• A railway line.  Only 2 crossing points for cyclists:  Westminster Road, Hoole Lane. 
• The A51 (Tarvin Road).  Speed limit 30mph-40mph.  Only 3 crossing points for cyclists:  Churton 

Road/Cherry Grove Road (Black Route, but a hazardous crossing with no cycle infrastructure); 
Toucan crossing near Bridge Terrace. 

• The A5115 (Christleton Road, which becomes Whitchurch Road).  Speed limit 30mph.  Only 3 
crossing points for cyclists: Toucan crossing at Chapel Lane/Stocks Lane (Black Route); 
Uncontrolled crossing just east of Heath Lane; Toucan crossings at Boughton Heath Junction. 

• Caldy Valley Road.  Speed limit 30mph.  No crossing points for cyclists. 
• The B5130 (Sandy Lane) Speed limit 30mph.  No crossing points for cyclists. 
• Green Lane.  Despite having a 20mph speed limit and speed humps, Green Lane is still 

unwelcoming to cyclists.  Cyclists using non-standard cycles would be unable to negotiate the 
speed humps.  No crossing points for cyclists. 

Cycle Parking Provision 

Provided at: 

• Great Boughton Health Centre & Heath Lane Pharmacy – 2 "Pedalo" stands, each for 2 cycles.  
Not covered. 

• Dentist Green Lane - 2 wheel grip stands.  Not covered. 
• Sainsbury’s - 4 Sheffield stands.  Capacity 8 cycles.  Little space around the stands. In front of 

the entrance but very poorly signed.  Not covered. 
• Aldi - 4 hoops, too close together. Only 45cm between hoops.  Capacity 5 standard cycles with 

pannier only on one side.  Sheltered but not covered. 
• Home Bargains - 6 hoops, too close together.  Only 45cm between hoops.  Sheltered but not 

covered.  Separate single hoop (which may prevent adjacent door from opening too widely) could 
accommodate cargo or adapted cycle. 

• Caldy Valley Retail Park:  Pets at Home, Halfords, Rightway, B&M - 3 racks with 6 hoops each, 
realistic capacity 7 cycles each = 21 total.  All 3 stands are sited too close to a wall, with the 
result that only one wheel can be attached.  Sheltered but not covered. 

• Vaughan's Lane Play Area - 3 Sheffield stands, well spaced.  Not covered. 
• Sandy Lane Play Area and Aqua Park - 5 'Grippa' stands.  Not covered. 
• Shops on north side of Christleton Road - 4 'Grippa' stands.  Not covered. 
• Et Alia restaurant - 5 butterfly stands.  Not covered. 
• Vicars Cross Community Centre - 5 hoops, spaced 1m apart.  Capacity 9 cycles.  Kerb-free 

access is only from car park.  Not covered 
• Great Boughton Library - 3 wheel grip stands.  Not covered 
• Caldy Valley Neighbourhood Church and Centre - 2 wheel grip stands attached to wall.  Plus 3 

loop stands in the end parking space to the right of the main entrance.  Not covered. 
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• Boughton Hall Cricket Club - 3 hoops, spaced 1m apart.  Capacity 6 cycles. At the back of the 
club, under a staircase.  Sheltered but not covered.  Used as a storage & dumping area by the 
club. 

• Bishops’ High School.  Website says “secure storage facility”. 
• Boughton Heath Primary School. 
• Cherry Grove Primary School. 
• Oldfield Primary School.  About 15 wheel-grip stands. 

It is suggested that provision be made, ideally covered, at the following locations: 

• Shops on south side of Christleton Road. 
• Dee Banks School. 
• Caldy Nature Park. 
• Old Laundry Corner Pocket park & Children's Play Area 
• Sandy Lane Car Park. 
• Queen's Road Community Park 
• Thackeray Drive Play Area 
• Cherry Grove Park 
• Neville Road Play Area 
• Christleton Road Car Park. 
• Caldy Valley Church Play Area 
• Melrose Park Play Area 
• Pentland Close pocket park / seating area 
• Bowling Greens on Stocks Lane 
• St Paul's Church & Campbell Community Hall 

Desire Lines 

In determining where cycling infrastructure is needed it is necessary to establish where people need to 
travel. The routes chosen are not for leisure purposes but are regarded as those essential for work, 
schools, commuting, shopping etc. 

1. Christleton High School.  Two additional routes should be considered:  a.  South Chester 
Cycleway: a segregated cycle/pedestrian route from Huntington to Christleton, along the route of 
an existing footpath.  b.  From near Sainsbury’s using underpasses under A55 slip roads, to the 
south side of A41 east of Boughton Heath Junction. 

2. Bishops’ High School. 
3. Catholic High School, Handbridge.  For the future:  bridge between Great Boughton or 

Huntington to Handbridge.  For now:  direct access to the city centre using Sandy Lane or A5115 
then A51. 

4. Chester International School, Queens Park.  As Catholic High School. 
5. Boughton Heath Primary School. 
6. Bishops’ High School. 
7. Cherry Grove Primary School. 
8. Oldfield Primary School. 
9. Dee Banks School. 
10. Guilden Sutton Primary School. 
11. City Centre – Need an alternative to the Canal towpath, for speed (direct), capacity.  The canal 

towpath has limited capacity & is not a direct route for those from south of the A5115.  From 
Great Boughton, use Sandy Lane then inner lane of dual carriageway (A51). 

12. Railway Station – Canal towpath to Hoole Lane, Charterhall Drive (through bank area) direct to 
platform cycle park. 

13. Boughton Village Shops on Christleton Road A5115  
14. Sainsbury’s/Caldy Valley Retail Park. 
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15. Hoole. 
16. Christleton. 

Cycling Infrastructure Improvements 

Good cycle infrastructure in Great Boughton is essential to both residents of Great Boughton and to 
those travelling through Great Boughton to/from the parishes further out. 

Details for Boughton are summarised in the points below and full detail is given in the table above.  The 
overall recommendations and suggested improvements to the cycle network are shown graphically on 
the map at the end of the joint report for the five parishes – see below. 

1. Provide safe cycle crossing where Black route crosses A51. 

2. Install segregated cycle lanes on both carriageways of A5115. 

3. Install segregated cycle lanes on both carriageways of Caldy Valley Road.  If this is not possible, 
or until it is, an SUP is needed outside Sainsbury’s car park, to fill in missing link between existing 
SUPs to the north and south. 

4. Re-surface black route through Caldy Nature Park. 

5. Install segregated cycle lanes on both carriageways of A51. 

6. Convert pedestrian crossings to pedestrian + cyclist at A51/A41 junction. 

7. Install segregated cycle lanes on both carriageways of Green Lane. 

8. Sandy Lane (B5130) is not covered above.  As a direct route into the city centre, it should have 
good cycling infrastructure.  Install segregated cycle lanes on both carriageways of Sandy Lane 
where possible and SUP where the road is too narrow.  If it is not wide enough for segregated 
cycle lanes, it should have advisory cycle lanes marked and a speed limit of 20mph.  A cycle 
route along The Mount should be added for cyclists wanting to cross at the traffic lights to reach 
the canal. 

9. The speed limit on all roads in the Parish (and the whole of Chester) should be set at 20mph, so 
that drivers are in no doubt about the prevailing speed limit.  This is vital where segregated cycle 
lanes are not provided. 

10. Cycle routes from Great Boughton to Christleton avoiding Boughton Heath Junction would be 
useful: one possibility is via underpasses under the A55 slip roads, the other is the route of an 
existing footpath from Huntington to Christleton. 

11. Pearl Lane is an already well used and obvious route to/from Christleton High School.  Therefore 
the current speed limit of 30mph should be reduced to 20mph and cycle lanes added (advisory if 
not wide enough for segregated). 

12. The signalisation of traffic light crossings should be changed so that cyclists (& pedestrians) are 
prioritised over vehicles with respect to time waiting before crossing.  Traffic lights could be set to 
default to green for pedestrians & cyclists, changing to red when triggered by an approaching 
vehicle.  Should traffic flow be continuous, the timing delay could be shortened between a cyclist 
pressing the button and being able to cross. 

13. Off-road cycle paths or SUPs should have priority over vehicles turning into/out of side roads. 

14. All traffic lights should have ASL and traffic lights should be changed to Toucan crossings on 
cycle desire lines. 
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Link to map showing the locations of suggested improvements to the area covering all the five parishes: 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1IDok68hyiN6U5bWvYNcEoA6uD9jL7fwi&usp=sharing 

Appendix 1: 
Video A:  Towpath in very poor condition 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ih-k_1UyF7GVsxomk-YT8dNwf8n9yt_Z/view?usp=sharing 

Video B:  How do I get across the road?  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yICwIIemqOokM8awBzzGhlDsRfsHib6w/view?usp=sharing 

Video C:  1st class & 2nd class citizens! 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fUHFVb2J9-VXkenpquCnO0RuSLSQKxxp/view?usp=sharing  

Appendix 2:  Google Spreadsheet containing collected data and photographs 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EppK5jd-Vowl-fn4O6IKaIpo3bVaZTYzJ32KerDeGZw/edit?usp=sharing 
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HUNTINGTON PARISH CYCLING PLAN. 

Introduction. 

This plan shall be read in conjunction with the plans of neighbouring parishes Christleton and Great 
Boughton as the identified Desire Lines that connect centres of population with places of education, 
workplaces, commerce, recreation and worship occasionally cross parish boundaries.  The combined 
report will contain recommendations for the whole area with a map showing the locations of 
suggested improvements.   

Existing Routes. 

There are existing Shared User Paths (SUP) on the East Side of Dee Banks/Chester Road as far as the 
Saighton Camp estate and the East side of Gorse Way and Caldy Valley Road into Great Boughton.  
Chester’s BLACK cycling route crosses Huntington.  These are the most important, existing Desire 
Lines.   

Condition of Cycle Routes. 

The SUP on Dee Banks and Chester Road is narrow for its intended purpose of 2-way cycle and 
pedestrian traffic.  This situation is made worse by vegetation being allowed to grow excessively and 
interfering with the path on Dee Banks and at the corner of Gorse Way and Chester Road, most 
noticeably. 

The SUP on Gorse Way and Caldy Valley Road is also partially blocked by overgrown vegetation in 
places.  It could be further improved by increasing its width by sacrificing some of the verge to give 
greater scope for cycling and walking whilst enhancing social distancing. 

I understand that the situation in the Saighton Camp housing development and the approach roads 
to the primary school have been discussed very actively with the parish council, so I have not 
documented them again here. 

Cycle Parking Provision. 

There is cycle parking at St.Luke’s Church (4x), near the light-controlled crossing of Chester Road on 
the Black Route (6x) and at the primary school (numerous bike stands).  It is suggested that provision 
be made at the village green shops, the Huntington Village Hall, Caldy Valley Nature Park car park, 
Walker’s Nursery and the Jubilee Fields.  At time of writing (1st August ’20) there is no cycle-parking 
provision at the new Co-op store at the Saighton Camp development but I was assured by a staff 
member that ‘they are on order’ and ‘have been promised by the developer’. 

Desire Lines. 

The major desire lines should connect Huntington residents to Huntington Primary School, Bishops 
Bluecoat High School, Great Boughton shopping area at Sainsbury’s, down Sandy Lane towards the 
city and from the Saighton Camp estate area to Christleton High School. 
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Suggested Improvements to Active Travel Routes. 

1. Improve the existing BLACK ROUTE that connects Huntington Village Centre to Bishops Blue 
Coat School and onwards to the canal by installing a raised crossing of Caldy Valley Road to 
slow vehicular traffic on this popular cut-through.   
Consider imposing 20mph limit on the section of Caldy Valley Road that connects from the 
junction with Gorse Way to Chester Road.  Slowing traffic here should further increase the 
popularity of the BLACK ROUTE.   
Maintain the path to remove slippery leaf mould and cutback vegetation, which will increase 
capacity and improve safety.   

2. Raise parapets on the bridge crossing the A55 to meet modern standards. 
3. Upgrade existing Huntington FP7 connecting to Christleton FP20 to a Shared User Path to 

promote active use by current and future students at Christleton High School. 
4. Widen the existing SUP on the East of Dee Banks and Chester Road by a combination of 

cutting back overgrowing vegetation and widening pathway where feasible. 
5. Consider adding an SUP on the West side of Chester Road (A55 bridge) to Dee Banks, linking 

with the proposed safer-cycling proposals for Sandy Lane, as documented in the Great 
Boughton plan.  If there is to be no change to the Sandy Lane situation then this new SUP 
could terminate where the housing ends e.g. at the junction of Caldy Valley Road and 
Chester Roa.  This path would still facilitate active travel between the Huntington shops, the 
primary school and (via SUP on Gorse Way and Caldy Valley Road) to the Sainsbury’s 
complex. 

6. Longer Term:  Add a new SUP on the West side of Gorse Way and Caldy Valley Road to 
improve access for those living on West side of Caldy Valley Road.  This SUP would be at the 
expense of some verge area to provide necessary width. 
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No. LOCATION PROPOSED ACTION REASON 
1 Huntington Village Hall Install bike parking.  
2 Jubilee Fields Install bike parking.  
3 Village green shops Install bike parking  
4 New Co-op at Saighton 

Camp 
Install bike parking Bike parking facilities are ‘promised by 

the developer’ and said to be 
‘currently on order’. 

5 Caldy Valley Park Install bike parking at 
car park area. 

 

6 SUP on East side of Gorse 
Way and Caldy Valley Road. 

Widen SUP by 
sacrificing verge and 
cutting back vegetation. 

Increase capacity and enhance social-
distancing. 

7 Chester Road/Gorse Way 
intersection 

Widen SUP by cutting 
back vegetation. 

 

8 Existing SUP on Dee Bank Widen SUP by cutting 
back vegetation. 

 

9 Existing SUP on Dee Bank Widen the SUP by 
taking some of the 
verge. 

The SUP is intended for 2-way use by 
both pedestrians and cyclists and is 
too narrow to serve this purpose. 

10 West side of Chester Rd. Create an additional 
SUP (or cycle path) to 
Dee Banks and link to 
Sandy Lane cycling 
infrastructure. 

By creating extra space less-confident 
cyclists will be encouraged to adopt 
active travel. 

10 West side of Gorse Way 
and Caldy Valley Rd. (CVR) 

Consider creating an 
additional SUP (or cycle 
path) to Caldy Valley 
Park area. 

Removes the need for those on West 
side of CVR to cross that road. 

11 BLACK ROUTE crossing 
Caldy Valley Road 

Install raised crossing as 
traffic-calming measure 

Traffic-calming, active travel 
enhancing.  Consider imposing 20mph 
speed limit on that stretch of road. 

12 Huntington FP7 leading to 
Christleton FP20 

Upgrade the path.  
Consider making it an 
SUP, suitable for cyclists 
too.  

To promote its use by current & future 
pupils of Christleton High. 

    
13 B5130 crossing A55 Raise bridge parapets to 

meet modern 
standards. 

Enhanced safety for cyclists and 
pedestrians crossing the bridge. 

 

Location Status Action 
Pedestrian crossing on Chester 
Rd. near dental surgery. 

Bike parking available. None 

St. Luke’s Church Bike parking available for 4 
bikes. 

None 

Huntington Primary School Plentiful bike parking available. None 
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HUNTINGTON PARISH CYCLING PLAN. 

Introduction. 

This plan shall be read in conjunction with the plans of neighbouring parishes Christleton and Great 
Boughton as the identified Desire Lines that connect centres of population with places of education, 
workplaces, commerce, recreation and worship occasionally cross parish boundaries.  The combined 
report will contain recommendations for the whole area with a map showing the locations of 
suggested improvements.   

Existing Routes. 

There are existing Shared User Paths (SUP) on the East Side of Dee Banks/Chester Road as far as the 
Saighton Camp estate and the East side of Gorse Way and Caldy Valley Road into Great Boughton.  
Chester’s BLACK cycling route crosses Huntington.  These are the most important, existing Desire 
Lines.   

Condition of Cycle Routes. 

The SUP on Dee Banks and Chester Road is narrow for its intended purpose of 2-way cycle and 
pedestrian traffic.  This situation is made worse by vegetation being allowed to grow excessively and 
interfering with the path on Dee Banks and at the corner of Gorse Way and Chester Road, most 
noticeably. 

The SUP on Gorse Way and Caldy Valley Road is also partially blocked by overgrown vegetation in 
places.  It could be further improved by increasing its width by sacrificing some of the verge to give 
greater scope for cycling and walking whilst enhancing social distancing. 

I understand that the situation in the Saighton Camp housing development and the approach roads 
to the primary school have been discussed very actively with the parish council, so I have not 
documented them again here. 

Cycle Parking Provision. 

There is cycle parking at St.Luke’s Church (4x), near the light-controlled crossing of Chester Road on 
the Black Route (6x) and at the primary school (numerous bike stands).  It is suggested that provision 
be made at the village green shops, the Huntington Village Hall, Caldy Valley Nature Park car park, 
Walker’s Nursery and the Jubilee Fields.  At time of writing (1st August ’20) there is no cycle-parking 
provision at the new Co-op store at the Saighton Camp development but I was assured by a staff 
member that ‘they are on order’ and ‘have been promised by the developer’. 

Desire Lines. 

The major desire lines should connect Huntington residents to Huntington Primary School, Bishops 
Bluecoat High School, Great Boughton shopping area at Sainsbury’s, down Sandy Lane towards the 
city and from the Saighton Camp estate area to Christleton High School. 
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Suggested Improvements to Active Travel Routes. 

1. Improve the existing BLACK ROUTE that connects Huntington Village Centre to Bishops Blue 
Coat School and onwards to the canal by installing a raised crossing of Caldy Valley Road to 
slow vehicular traffic on this popular cut-through.   
Consider imposing 20mph limit on the section of Caldy Valley Road that connects from the 
junction with Gorse Way to Chester Road.  Slowing traffic here should further increase the 
popularity of the BLACK ROUTE.   
Maintain the path to remove slippery leaf mould and cutback vegetation, which will increase 
capacity and improve safety.   

2. Raise parapets on the bridge crossing the A55 to meet modern standards. 
3. Upgrade existing Huntington FP7 connecting to Christleton FP20 to a Shared User Path to 

promote active use by current and future students at Christleton High School. 
4. Widen the existing SUP on the East of Dee Banks and Chester Road by a combination of 

cutting back overgrowing vegetation and widening pathway where feasible. 
5. Consider adding an SUP on the West side of Chester Road (A55 bridge) to Dee Banks, linking 

with the proposed safer-cycling proposals for Sandy Lane, as documented in the Great 
Boughton plan.  If there is to be no change to the Sandy Lane situation then this new SUP 
could terminate where the housing ends e.g. at the junction of Caldy Valley Road and 
Chester Roa.  This path would still facilitate active travel between the Huntington shops, the 
primary school and (via SUP on Gorse Way and Caldy Valley Road) to the Sainsbury’s 
complex. 

6. Longer Term:  Add a new SUP on the West side of Gorse Way and Caldy Valley Road to 
improve access for those living on West side of Caldy Valley Road.  This SUP would be at the 
expense of some verge area to provide necessary width. 
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No. LOCATION PROPOSED ACTION REASON 
1 Huntington Village Hall Install bike parking.  
2 Jubilee Fields Install bike parking.  
3 Village green shops Install bike parking  
4 New Co-op at Saighton 

Camp 
Install bike parking Bike parking facilities are ‘promised by 

the developer’ and said to be 
‘currently on order’. 

5 Caldy Valley Park Install bike parking at 
car park area. 

 

6 SUP on East side of Gorse 
Way and Caldy Valley Road. 

Widen SUP by 
sacrificing verge and 
cutting back vegetation. 

Increase capacity and enhance social-
distancing. 

7 Chester Road/Gorse Way 
intersection 

Widen SUP by cutting 
back vegetation. 

 

8 Existing SUP on Dee Bank Widen SUP by cutting 
back vegetation. 

 

9 Existing SUP on Dee Bank Widen the SUP by 
taking some of the 
verge. 

The SUP is intended for 2-way use by 
both pedestrians and cyclists and is 
too narrow to serve this purpose. 

10 West side of Chester Rd. Create an additional 
SUP (or cycle path) to 
Dee Banks and link to 
Sandy Lane cycling 
infrastructure. 

By creating extra space less-confident 
cyclists will be encouraged to adopt 
active travel. 

10 West side of Gorse Way 
and Caldy Valley Rd. (CVR) 

Consider creating an 
additional SUP (or cycle 
path) to Caldy Valley 
Park area. 

Removes the need for those on West 
side of CVR to cross that road. 

11 BLACK ROUTE crossing 
Caldy Valley Road 

Install raised crossing as 
traffic-calming measure 

Traffic-calming, active travel 
enhancing.  Consider imposing 20mph 
speed limit on that stretch of road. 

12 Huntington FP7 leading to 
Christleton FP20 

Upgrade the path.  
Consider making it an 
SUP, suitable for cyclists 
too.  

To promote its use by current & future 
pupils of Christleton High. 

    
13 B5130 crossing A55 Raise bridge parapets to 

meet modern 
standards. 

Enhanced safety for cyclists and 
pedestrians crossing the bridge. 

 

Location Status Action 
Pedestrian crossing on Chester 
Rd. near dental surgery. 

Bike parking available. None 

St. Luke’s Church Bike parking available for 4 
bikes. 

None 

Huntington Primary School Plentiful bike parking available. None 
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VERSION 3 – AMENDMENT TO LITTLE HEATH ROAD 

CHRISTLETON PARISH CYCLING PLAN 

 

Introduction 

The Parish Councils of Great Boughton, Littleton, Christleton, Waverton and Huntington have joined 

together with a view to reducing dependence on car travel in their region of Chester. The attainment 

of this objective can be by an improvement in public transport in conjunction with an increase in 

active travel, i.e. walking and cycling. The Cycling Plan endeavours to give the Parish Councils an 

achievable means by which their community can become more cycle friendly. A Terms of Reference 

for the group developing the plan was set out initially and regular meetings have ensured the 

coordination of the process. 

The plan covers shorter trips to access places of education, shops, workplaces, worship, recreation 

etc. It also considers longer routes from the community to the city centre and railway station. Hence, 

there are routes within the community itself and others terminating outside the community.  

Consideration has been given to connectivity with established routes at adjoining parishes e.g. Vicars 

Cross. The emphasis is on essential routes rather than those for leisure purposes. 

Parking provision for cycles is essential in order to provide security and ideally covered shelter. The 

plan covers existing provision and recommends where it needs to be provided or improved. 

The plan has been developed catering for the increased use of electric bikes. In Chester there has 

been a significant increase in sales of these bikes during the last year. 

The plan has been sent to Sustrans to ensure that the proposals meet their much larger network 

objectives. It also serves a purpose for the Chester Cycling Campaign where they are surveying 

potential routes in the whole Chester area which are being shared with Cheshire West and Chester 

Council. 

The Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) has been developed by Cheshire West and 

Chester Council during the last year and has received approval by Cabinet in July 2020. There are no 

proposals in the LCWIP for the area covered by this plan, although residents will benefit from 

improvements in the town centre and near the railway station. 

This report is for Christleton however should be read in conjunction with the other parish reports. At 

the end of the combined report there is a conclusion with recommendations for the whole area with 

a map showing the locations of suggested improvements to the whole area. 

 

Methodology  

The development of the plan has followed that of the LCWIP as follows – 

1. Check existing provision  

2. Maintenance requirements of existing 

3. Establish existing cycle parking provision 

4. Required cycle parking 



5. Determine desire routes linking residential areas with workplaces, education, shopping, 

recreation, places of worship etc 

6. Establish gaps or improvements for cycle routes by comparing existing with those required 

7. Coordinate the cycle routes required between the five parishes to provide a coherent and 

robust plan 

8. Transfer conclusions to area map. 

The locations of schools etc, cycle parking, and desire routes are all shown on the map here.  

 

Existing Cycle Routes & Condition 

1. CWaC’s Brown Route - passes through Christleton following the canal towpath - to the city 

centre on the west, and towards Waverton on the east. 

• From Christleton Lock to the A41 bridge wearing course is starting to break up (Figure A). 

The section from Pepper Street bridge to Christleton Lock is in reasonable condition, 

however has numerous potholes that require attention. The towpath towards Waverton is 

generally in good order however there are isolated deep potholes, which could also cause 

life changing injuries to cyclists. 

2. The cycle path along A41 to Hamburger Junction – is in poor state of repair (Figure B). 

• Signage is confusing which alternates between ‘segregated’ and ‘shared’ cycle and 

pedestrian use. Signage towards hamburger roundabout is particularly confusing (Figure C). 

• Cars are parked on the pavement forcing pedestrians into the cycle path – meaning its use is 

shared even though signage suggests segregation in parts. This is most extreme with vehicles 

parked at the end towards the hamburger (Figure D). 

• The cycle path ends abruptly over the train bridge (near Pepper Street) forcing cyclists onto 

the A41 (30mph but with heavy traffic in close proximity) for a short while (Figure E). The 

width of this stretch is 1.4m which is even more narrow than the standard width of 2m for a 

pedestrian footway – and certainly too narrow for dual use. 

3. Route 70 ‘Cheshire Cycleway’ - a 176-mile circular journey that passes through the village 

following Plough Lane, Pepper Street, Canal towpath and onwards to Chester centre. 

 

Cycle Parking Provision 

There is a lack of cycle parking provision throughout the village, with the exception of Christleton 

High School (where ample parking provision is made) and on-site at both the Ring O’Bells and The 

Plough pubs. It is common to see bikes left chained to railings (see Figure F – outside the Village Hall) 

and left in spaces where they cause an obstacle to others (see Figure G – bench outside Ring O’Bells 

– cyclist was accessing the convenience shop opposite). 

Provision should be made at the locations detailed under ‘Recommendations’ section below. 

 

Desire Lines 

In determining where cycling infrastructure is needed it is necessary to establish where people need 

to travel. In order to focus, the routes focussed for this report are regarded as those essential for 

work commuting, attending high schools, shopping etc. rather than for leisure. 



1. City Centre – Via canal towpath to Tesco in Chester centre. 

2. Railway Station – Via canal towpath to Hoole Lane, Charterhall Drive (through bank area) direct 

to platform cycle park. 

3. Boughton Caldy Valley Shops – Via canal towpath to A41 shared user path, Hamburger junction, 

Caldy Valley shared user path. 

4. Hoole – Via canal towpath to Hoole Lane, Westminster Road. 

5. Littleton and Vicars Cross - especially for Christleton High School students, via Village Road. 

6. Waverton - especially for Christleton High School students, via Plough Lane / Brown Heath Road. 

 

Recommendations 

The following recommendations are shown graphically on the map, attached, which also covers the 

overall report for the five parishes. Within the confines of the Christleton Parish area, the following 

immediate recommendations are advised: 

1. A41 cycle path improvements, between the hamburger roundabout and Pepper Street: 

a. A new combined cycling/pedestrian bridge alongside the existing bridge over the 

railway, to provide a safe off-road path with good continuity on this key route. Required 

3m wide. Example shown at Figure J. 

b. Resurfacing of cycle path, full stretch between hamburger roundabout and railway 

bridge. 

c. Improved, clear signage throughout stretch, especially nearer the hamburger 

roundabout. 

d. Continuation of shared/segregated cycle path all the way to the hamburger roundabout, 

addressing the parked cars towards the corner. May involved to prohibit parking on 

pavement in section close to hamburger (Figure D). 

2. Canal towpath maintenance. 

a. Resurfacing of stretch between Christleton Lock to A41 towpath. CWaC are due to 

survey shortly. The section from A41 to A51 (Aldi) is believed to be resurfaced in this 

financial year. 

b. Address potholes between Christleton and Waverton. 

3. Shared user path route from A41 to Caldy Valley, via A55 underpass. The hamburger 

roundabout is known to have high levels of air pollution (PM2.5, PM10 and NO2) and this route 

will avoid the area. 

4. Little Heath Road improvements: 
Option preferred - reduce speed limit on Little Heath Road – leaving bikes on the road 

Shared user path on west side not a preferred option as standard SUP width and depth would 

interfere with tree roots, cyclists travelling south would leave SUP on blind bend and finally 

conflicts between pedestrians and cyclists on SUP are more likely to be a problem than between 

cyclists and vehicles on the wide straight Little Heath Road – provided the excessive speeds are 

dealt with through a speed reduction  

5.   Shared user path route from Christleton to Saighton Camp, Huntington, using the route of an          

existing footpath. Similar to above, this route avoids the air pollution at the hamburger roundabout. 

 

 



6.   Improve cycle parking provision in village – at locations below. Where possible and/or 

appropriate, parking should be covered. 

a. Visible location outside at village businesses; possible locations include directly opposite 

the convenience shop, or next to the bench outside the Ring O’Bells 

b. Village green/triangle (Planit asked to propose as part of redesign) 

c. Village Hall – ample space in the car park (Figure H and I) 

d. Methodist Church 

e. St James Church 

f. Primary School 

 

There are also a number of traffic related improvements that could improve the position of cyclists. 

These should be considered through discussion with Highways / CWaC. 

1. Reduce 40mph speed limit along Little Heath Road, suggest to 30mph for consistency with 20 

and 30mph either side of this stretch.  

2. Plough Lane/Brown Heath Road junction line of sight improvement, given this spot is a known 

accident hotspot. This request is registered with Highways and is in their backlog. 

3. Rowton Bridge Road proposed shared space with cyclists, given road is narrow and is a danger 

to cyclists and those walking. This is a Planit proposal for approval by Parish Council. 

4. Request Highways to place the existing road ‘build-out’ in to Christleton rather than out – 

parked cars will then be positioned behind the ‘build-out’. Otherwise parked cars would need to 

be displaced. Combination of parked cars outside The Folly next to junction of Faulkner’s Lane 

on Pepper Street can be dangerous for cyclists, who must use road. See Figure K. This request 

registered with Highways and in their backlog. 

Planit proposals for context 

Proposals 1-5 above focus on cycling connectivity between the five Parishes which will make it easier 

for cyclists to access Christleton whereas the Christleton Parish Council and Planit proposals focus on 

making the centre of Christleton more accessible to cyclists and walkers 

The proposals aim to reduce traffic speed and flow through every major route into the village so as 

to reduce PM 2.5 and deliver a decisive shift from use of cars to walking and cycling 

We are doing this through three initiatives that we have brought together 

1-the TWG recommendations of install build outs on Birch Heath Lane and Plough lane and a 

correction to the build out on Pepper Street  

2-the Planit recommendations for Little Heath Road(rumble strip and mastic modification suggested 

by CWAC), the Triangle, the school entrance, the Roundel and the cycle/footpath on Rowton Bridge 

Road 

3-a relaunch of Park and Stride 

These three initiatives address two issues  

1- High cut through flows to and from the A41/51  

2-300 parents driving through the centre of the village and back in 25minutes to drop their children 

at the front gate of the school 



These three initiatives will also make the village feel safer – although the accident injury rate of 1 

slight injury every 20 years in in the centre of the Village is enviable 

The changed approach from the North via Little Heath Road and the Triangle  and the changed 

approach from the South via Rowton Bridge Road and the Roundel will reduce speeds/traffic flows 

and change the atmosphere in the centre of the village 

In the simplest terms it is proposed to alter every main road in and out of the village to reduce traffic 

flow and speeds, change the atmosphere in the Village and cause a material shift from use of cars to 

cycling and walking at school drop off and pick up times and throughout the day 

Little Heath Road – rumble strip and mastic finish 

Birch Heath Lane Build out – build out 

Triangle – proposal to simplify flows and provide off street parking  

Pepper St – improved build out 

Plough Lane junction – no priority junction 

Plough Lane – build out 

At school drop off and pick up times we aim to move a major portion of the existing 300 movements 

in each direction twice a day for cars to cycling and walking 

A reduction of a third of these movements every day – only 100 movements in each direction twice 

a day - represents 40,000 movements a year in one direction or 80,000 movements a year in both 

directions at school drop off and pick up time alone – when we add in the increased movements 

between the Parishes we expect to see a further major change in moves from car use to cycling and 

walking 

These investments in cycling and walking within Christleton and between the Villages is 
interdependent 

There is no point improving interconnectivity if Christleton is not attractive to cyclists and walkers 

AND 

There is no point making Christleton attractive to cyclists and walkers if they cannot get there 
easily and safely 
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LITTLETON PARISH CYCLING PLAN  

Introduction  

The purpose of the plan is to reduce the dependence on car travel within the area of the 
parish in order to increase Active Travel. The plan considers short trips to places of 
education, shops, workplaces, recreation, worship etc. It also considers longer routes 
from the community to the city centre, railway station etc. There is a strong 
dependence on the suitability of cycling infrastructure in adjacent parishes to achieve a 
coordinated network. Hence it was decided that the parishes of Waverton, Christleton, 
Littleton, Huntington, and Great Boughton would each have a Cycling Plan developed 
simultaneously. This report for Littleton should therefore be read in conjunction with 
the other parish reports. At the end of the combined report there is a conclusion with 
recommendations for the whole area with a map showing the locations of suggested 
improvements to the area.  

Existing Cycle Routes  

The village is located on the A51 with dual-use paths on both sides of the road running 
from the Vicar’s Cross traffic lights with A41 and eastwards to Stamford Lane on the 
South side and to Wicker Lane and beyond to Kelsall on the North side. 

There are no specified cycling infrastructure (separated paths) elsewhere in the Parish. 
Hare Lane and Littleton Lane together form a connection between Hoole, Piper’s Ash, 
Guilden Sutton and elsewhere with the school and Law College in Christleton. Pearl Lane 
also forms an important route for pedestrians and cyclists connecting Littleton and 
Christleton with Great Boughton and the rest of Chester. It is widely used by school 
children. 

Condition of Cycle Routes  

The A51 dual-use paths have in general a good surface but in many places there has 
been verge, hedge and tree growth which reduce usability in some cases leaving a 
dangerously small working surface against the very busy A51. In addition there is a 
certain amount of vehicle parking that blocks the path or reduces width forcing users 
into the road to get past. 

Cycle Parking Provision  

The topography of the village is predominantly flat and therefore is ideal for cycling.  
With few commercial facilities in the Parish many cyclists will pass through. The 
important group is the students who cycle to Christleton High School where ample cycle 
parking provision is made. 

There is only found one rack for parking four bikes and that is on the Rugby Club grounds 
in front of Athletic Fitness. 

Desire Lines  

In determining where cycling infrastructure is needed it is necessary to establish where 
people need to travel. The routes chosen are not for leisure purposes but are regarded 
as those essential for commuting to work and places of education, shopping access to 
medical facilities etc.  



 

 

1. City Centre - A51 route to Vicar’s Cross and into Chester (this is not an ideal route 
beyond the Bridge Inn but provides access to shops en route to the city centre and to 
Sandy Lane). 

2. Pearl Lane over A41 continues to Vicar’s Cross Road then either onto the Canal 
towpath or continue on the road (A51) into Chester  

3.  Railway Station – Canal towpath to Hoole Lane, Charterhall Drive (through bank 
area) direct to platform cycle park. 

4.  Boughton, Caldy Valley Shops – Pearl Lane to A41 shared user path, Hamburger   
 junction, Caldy Valley shared user path.  This is widely used by pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

5.   Hoole - Canal towpath to Hoole Lane, Westminster Road.  

6.   Christleton – Littleton Lane  

7.   Littleton - Hoole and Guilden Sutton via Littleton Lane across A51 and into Hare 
Lane for access to The Rugby Club and other sports and Nursery facilities. This route 
continues to Piper’s Ash, Hoole and Guilden Sutton.  

  

Suggested Project Improvements to Active Travel Routes  

The overall recommendations and suggested improvements to the cycle network are 
shown graphically on the map at the end of the joint report for the five parishes.  

Within the confines of the parish area the following recommendations are advised:  

1. Ensure pedestrian controlled lights are installed at the Littleton/Hare Lane crossing 
of the A51. Apparently this improvement will be incorporated into the A51 works 
currently being undertaken. 

2. Connect the dual use paths at the Vicar’s Cross traffic lights correctly to the dual use 
paths along the A41 west side.  

3. Extend 20mph speed limit from the A51 along the length of Littleton Lane through to 
Christleton. 

4. Provide separated facilities for cyclists and walkers possibly via a shared user path 
for the section of Pearl Lane from Littleton to the A41.  

5. Convert the footpath along the west-side of Littleton Lane/By-pass into a shared 
user path, from the PC notice board in Littleton to Christleton.  

6. Ensure the refuges along the A51 are wide enough to cater for cycles and prams as 
well as solo pedestrians 



WAVERTON PARISH CYCLING PLAN 

Introduction 

The purpose of the plan is to reduce the dependence on car travel within the area of 
the parish in order to increase Active Travel. The plan considers short trips to places 
of education, shops, workplaces, recreation, worship etc. It also considers longer 
routes from the community to the city centre, railway station etc. There is a strong 
dependence on the suitability of cycling infrastructure in adjacent parishes to achieve 
a coordinated network. Hence it was decided that the parishes of Waverton, 
Christleton, Littleton, Huntington, and Great Boughton would each have a Cycling 
Plan developed simultaneously. This report for Waverton should therefore be read in 
conjunction with the other parish reports. At the end of the combined summary report 
( not this Waverton PC Report ) there is a conclusion with recommendations for the 
whole area with a map showing the locations of suggested improvements to the 
whole area. 

Existing Cycle Routes 

The village is located on Cycle Regional Route 70 which is also known as the 
Cheshire Cycleway. This route follows Common Lane, Eggbridge Road, Brown 
Heath Road and Plough Lane.  

Eggbridge car park is the start of the Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Brown 
Route following the canal towpath to the city centre. 

Condition of Cycle Routes 

Regional Route 70 - The junction of Plough Lane and Brown Heath Road is difficult 
for cyclists when travelling to Waverton due to the poor sight lines caused by the 
hedge-refer Christleton PC report. 

Brown Route- The canal towpath route suffers from an initial section where two 
cyclists cannot pass each other due to the overhanging hedges from properties at St 
Georges Crescent. Several surfacing repairs are also required as far as Christleton.  

Cycle Parking Provision 

The topography of the village is predominantly flat and therefore is ideal for cycling 
but due to the lack of cycle parking provision there is currently little use of cycling 
within the village. Most cyclists seen in the village are passing through predominantly 
following Route 70. The important exception is the large number of students who 
cycle to Christleton High School where ample parking provision is made. 

There is provision at the Evangelical Church on Eggbridge Road for 3 No cycles 
whilst Stagecoach provide secure covered provision at Waverton Station. There are 
a couple of cycle stands at Burley Hall as well. However, there are no further 
locations where provision is made. It is suggested that provision be made, ideally 
covered, at the following locations: 

Guy Lane shops 



Primary School 

Village Hall 

Playground  

Village Store 

Men’s Institute 

Montessori Nursery 

Waverton Business Park 

Black Dog public house (Landlord currently considering) 

 

Desire Lines 

In determining where cycling infrastructure is needed it is necessary to establish 
where people need to travel. The routes chosen are not for leisure purposes but are 
regarded as those essential for work commuting, shopping etc. 

1. City Centre - Canal towpath to Tesco 
2. Railway Station – Canal towpath to Hoole Lane, Charterhall Drive (through 

bank area) direct to platform cycle park. 
3. Boughton Caldy Valley Shops – Canal towpath to A41 shared user path, 

Hamburger junction, Caldy Valley shared user path. 
4. Hoole- Canal towpath to Hoole Lane, Westminster Road. 
5. Christleton – Brown Heath Road, Plough Lane. 

Improvements to cycle routes 

1. City Centre - Canal Towpath to Christleton needs some routine maintenance 
of surface repairs and cutting back of hedges at rear of St Georges Crescent. 
The section from Christleton Lock to A41 has deteriorated during the last 
winter and CWaC are due to survey shortly. The section from A41 to A51 
(Aldi) is to be resurfaced in this financial year.  

2. Railway Station- As 1 above but signing required at Hoole Lane, Charterhall 
Drive and Railway Station. 

3. Boughton Caldy Valley Shops-As 1 above but Caldy Valley shared user path 
terminates at Sainsburys. Hence for travelling to Halfords etc one cycles on 
busy road. Shared user path needs to be extended- refer Great Boughton PC 
report. There is another potential route from Christleton to the shops avoiding 
the Hamburger Junction by following the perimeter of the Park and Ride site 
and utilising the two underpasses for the A55 link roads- refer Great Boughton 
PC report. 

4. Hoole- As 1 above but Station View Bridge traffic lights need to have 
continuous green for cyclists heading to Hoole. This recommendation is 
included in the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan already 
approved by CWaC. 



5. Christleton- Plough Lane junction sight line improvement needed. 

Recommendations 

The overall recommendations and suggested improvements to the cycle network are 
shown graphically on the map at the end of the joint report for the five parishes.  

Within the confines of the parish area the following recommendations are advised: 

1. Improve cycle parking provision in village, for a minimum of 20 cycles. 
2. Advise CWaC of canal towpath maintenance requirements. 
3. Extend 20mph speed limit along Eggbridge Lane, Guy Lane and Brown Heath 

Road. 
 

Regarding the summary plan, the following recommendations are regarded as 
greater priorities for Waverton PC: 

Christleton High School 

• Via Brown Heath Road and Plough Lane- improving sight lines at the junction 
of Brown Heath Road and Plough Lane 

• Improving other cycle routes to Christleton High School 

Improving the A41 cycle route, through Great Boughton, to the city centre  



Cycling Plan for South East Chester 

Introduction 

The Parish Councils of Great Boughton, Littleton, Christleton, Waverton and 
Huntington have joined together with a view to reducing dependence on car 
travel in their region of Chester. The attainment of this objective can be by an 
improvement in public transport in conjunction with an increase in active 
travel, i.e. walking and cycling. The Cycling Plan endeavours to give the Parish 
Councils an achievable means by which their community can become more 
cycle friendly. A Terms of Reference for the group developing the plan was set 
out initially and regular meetings have ensured the coordination of the 
process. 

The plan covers shorter trips to access places of education, shops, workplaces, 
worship, recreation etc. It also considers longer routes from the community to 
the city centre and railway station. Hence, there are routes within the 
community itself and others terminating outside the community.  

Consideration has been given to connectivity with established routes at 
adjoining parishes e.g. Vicars Cross. The emphasis is on essential routes rather 
than those for leisure purposes. 

Parking provision for cycles is essential in order to provide security and ideally 
covered shelter. The plan covers existing provision and recommends where it 
needs to be provided or improved. 

The plan has been developed catering for the increased use of electric bikes. In 
Chester there has been a significant increase in sales of these bikes during the 
last year. 

The plan has been sent to Sustrans to ensure that the proposals meet their 
much larger network objectives. It also serves a purpose for the Chester 
Cycling Campaign where they are surveying potential routes in the whole 
Chester area which are being shared with Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

The Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) has been developed 
by Cheshire West and Chester Council during the last year and has received 
approval by Cabinet in July 2020. There are no proposals in the LCWIP for the 
area covered by this plan, although residents will benefit from improvements 
in the town centre and near the railway station. 

 



 

Methodology  

The development of the plan has followed that of the LCWIP as follows – 

1. Check existing provision  
2. Maintenance requirements of existing 
3. Establish existing cycle parking provision 
4. Required cycle parking 
5. Determine desire routes linking residential areas with workplaces, 

education, shopping, recreation, places of worship etc 
6. Establish gaps or improvements for cycle routes by comparing existing 

with those required 
7. Coordinate the cycle routes required between the five parishes to 

provide a coherent and robust plan 
8. Transfer conclusions to area map. 

The locations of schools etc, cycle parking, and desire routes are all shown on 
the map at 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1IDok68hyiN6U5bWvYNcEoA6uD9jL7fwi&usp=sharing 

By ticking the relevant subject in the left hand side box the details of that particular 
subject are then displayed. 

 

 

Recommendations 

It is considered that a reduction in speed limits to 20mph wherever possible, 
including principal roads, will benefit the use of cycles in the urban areas. The 
adoption of a lower speed limit reduces the potential for accidents and 
improves the perception of safety for less experienced cyclists.  

Cycle routes should be safe enough for a 12year old to use alone and suitable 
for tandems etc 

Cycle parking provision is essential at key destinations such as shops, 
workplaces, schools, places of recreation etc and the individual Parish reports 
show where improvements can be made at relatively little cost. 

It is desirable that wherever possible cycle lanes should be segregated from 
motorised traffic and again where possible to have dedicated routes rather 



than sharing with pedestrians. The width of a cycle lane is recommended to be 
2m and the absolute minimum is 1.5m. In accordance with recent Government 
Guidelines the routes should be of high quality and suitable for less able 
cyclists in order to generate growth in cycling numbers. 

Signing of cycle routes with distance/time to destinations can be improved at 
relatively little cost. 

Where there are pedestrian/cycle controlled crossings it would be beneficial 
for the delay times to be reduced in favour of the pedestrian or cyclist rather 
than the motor vehicles. 

The locations of the recommended improvements correlate well with both the 
CWaC ‘Walk, Ride, Thrive’ campaign and the Cycling UK ‘Widen my Path’ 
initiative. 

The plan can be regarded as a ‘live’ document and regular reviews would be 
beneficial. It is suggested that the plan should be reviewed at no more than 
five yearly intervals. 

The individual Parish plans give a detailed analysis of the improvements which 
can be made with reference to maintenance, cycle parking etc. The following 
improvements would make a significant enhancement to the cycling network 
in the area, most of which involve the construction of new infrastructure. The 
locations of the proposed new infrastructure are shown on the map at the end 
of the report. 

 

Christleton 

Christleton A41 railway bridge-new ped/cycle bridge 

Christleton Lock to A41 towpath remediation  

New underpass route to Caldy Valley around the Park and Ride area. 

 

Littleton 

Toucan crossing at A51/Hare Lane 

Little Heath Lane -Shared User Path at west side of and/or 20mph speed limit 

Pearl Lane - Shared User Path 

 



 

 

 

Great Boughton 

A5115 Christleton Road Segregated/Advisory Cycle Lanes each side 

Sandy Lane - combination of segregated and advisory cycle lanes depending upon 
available road space. 

Shared User Path at Sainsbury’s. Missing link from roundabout to pedestrian 
crossing lights  

Sainsbury’s roundabout to Robinson’s Croft widen Shared User Path 

Shared User Path at east side of Caldy Valley Road 

A51 Vicars Cross area Segregated/Advisory Cycle Lanes each side 

A51/A41 junction cycle crossings in addition to pedestrians 

 

Huntington 

Shared User Path Huntington to Christleton  

Waverton 

Cycle parking 

 

Railway Station 

Charterhall Drive route improvement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location of Cycle Infrastructure Improvements 

 


