
SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL POLICIES 

The multifunctional nature of waterways means that the canal has the potential to deliver a wide range 

of benefits, including: 

• Access to green/blue infrastructure for recreational opportunities and physical activity and as a 
community resource for supporting health and well-being and social interaction, 

• Contributing to movement strategies and accessibility and the provision of ambient and safe car- 
free alternative travel routes for walking/ cycling. S106 contributions should provide for 
investment in maintaining and improving the surface of the footpaths and cycle paths adjacent 
to the canal 

• Opportunities to support and maintain ecological habitats and biodiversity through contributing 
to green corridor networks, and 

• A local infrastructure performing multiple functions, such as land drainage, and supporting 
carbon reduction and environmental sustainability. 

 
The Shropshire Union Canal has the potential to support health and well-being of communities through 

access to the outdoors and nature, social interaction, and active travel routes as well as sustaining and 

promoting biodiversity; and helping mitigate climate change. The waterway also provides recreational 

opportunities and is a tourism asset, well used by leisure boaters and anglers. 

Policy SUC 1General Development  

Development proposals adjacent to waterways in the defined settlements of Chester, Ellesmere Port, 

Northwich and Winsford will be supported where they provide positive regeneration benefits. 

Development proposals affecting the borough’s waterways must: 

• maintain an active frontage and positive connection with the waterway; 

• include environmental improvements and make a positive contribution to the visual appearance 

of the corridor; 

• incorporate high standards of design, materials, external appearance, layout and landscaping, 

that respects local landscape character and historic assets and is an appropriate scale for its 

location; 

• safeguard the structural and operational integrity of the waterways; 

• support public access to and recreational use of waterways, as defined in Local Plan (Part Two) 

policy DM 37 or in neighbourhood plans; 

• retain and enhance existing natural features and make a positive contribution to the borough’s 

ecological network; 

• avoid any adverse effects on internationally designated sites of ecological importance. 

Policy SUC 2 Heritage 

The canal falls within the Chester Canal Conservation Area and Christleton Conservation area and contain 

the Grade ii listed Greenfield Lock 8 on the canal. The Trust own and manage three Grade ii listed bridges 

along this stretch, all of which are contemporary to the canal. 

Bridge 120 - Rowton 
Bridge 121 - Quarry 
Bridge 122 - Christleton 



The historic environment of the canal network contributes to the character, heritage value and cultural 

identity throughout Christleton and Littleton and the Trust would consider heritage assets related to the 

canal network should be reflected appropriately in any heritage policy. Any development 

should safeguard the heritage value of the respective Canal Conservation Areas and Listed Structures, 

and protect the historic significance of the canal corridor. 

Policy SUC 3 Ecology 

In line with national policy requirements, development must deliver a Biodiversity Net Gain of 10%, 

which means a development will result in more or better-quality natural habitat than there was before 

development. All planning permission, with some exceptions, are required to deliver at least 10% which is 

calculated through using a Defra Biodiversity Metric (pre and post development value) and habitats will 

need to be secured and maintained for 30 years. 

The Statutory Biodiversity Metric requires that planning applications that include land within the site 

boundary that is within 10m of a canal or river are supported by an assessment of the baseline condition 

of the watercourse.  Unless exemptions apply, in these circumstances, developers will need to deliver a 

minimum 10% net gain in watercourse biodiversity units.   

DM44 (Part 1) (Para 16.13) outlines the importance of protecting and enhancing the natural environment 

through identifying ecological resource, calculating how to deliver biodiversity net gain after 

development and of identifying ecological networks to link up areas of habitat. 

 Policy SUC 4 Water quality and contamination 

New development proposals should safeguard water quality and protect against potential contamination 

of waterways, during construction and operation. 

Policy SUC 5 - Health and well-being 

In order to meet the health and well-being needs of our residents’ proposals will be supported that: 
provide new or improved health facilities across the borough, particularly in areas of recognised 
need 
 

• support improved links to healthcare in rural areas 

• promote safe and accessible environments and developments with good access by walking, 

cycling and public transport 

• support opportunities to widen and strengthen the borough’s cultural, sport, recreation and 

leisure offer 

• consider the specific requirements of different groups in the community (e.g. families with 

• children, older people, people with disabilities, service families) in all relevant development 

• work to reduce poverty and deprivation across the borough, particularly in areas of identified 

need 

• promote high quality greenspace, and access to this across the borough, particularly in areas of 

recognised need. 

Development that gives rise to significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life (e.g soil, noise, 

water, air or light pollution, and land instability, etc) including residential amenity, will not be allowed. 



 Policy SUC 6 Green Infrastructure 

The definition provided for green Infrastructure in the NPPF (December 24) Glossary) refers to blue 

spaces, which includes the canal waterway network. ‘A network of multi-functional green and blue 

spaces and other natural features, urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of 

environmental, economic, health and wellbeing benefits for nature, climate, local and wider communities 

and prosperity.’ 

In the plan area the Shropshire Union canal contributes to the provision of Green Infrastructure which 

enhances the landscape character, amenity, recreation, flood mitigation, water quality, sustainable 

transport, Local Transport Plan priorities, cycling strategy, health and welfare of residents, biodiversity, 

geological and historical conservation, ecosystem services, tourism and the economic regeneration of the 

borough. 

 Policy SUC7 Moorings 

 Proposals for new mooring facilities will be supported where; 

• the development would not result in the obstruction of the waterway for other users; 

• the proposal would not result in the degradation of the canal environment; 

• the proposal is appropriately located and designed; and 

• built development is of an appropriate scale and ancillary to the mooring facilities; 

Justification 

These policy provisions will enhance the canal environment, safeguard the structural and operational 

integrity of the waterways, retaining mooring facilities and supporting public access to and recreational 

use of waterways, as defined in Local Plan (Part Two) policy DM 37.In line with the above policies, 

development should enhance permeability and help create legible pedestrian and cycle friendly 

environments. Canal towpaths offer a sustainable, traffic-free route for walkers and cyclists, reducing 

reliance on private motor cars to access services and facilities and also encouraging healthier lifestyles. As 

such, canals and towpaths can contribute significantly towards encouraging active travel, supporting 

more sustainable modes of transport and providing a valuable recreational resource that is free-to-use 

for local communities. 

 


